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implications, but because it is the law of our species. It dis-
tinguishes man from the brute. But man has not shed the
brute in him. He has to strive to do so. This striving applies
to the practice of non-violence, not to the belief in it. I
cannot strive to believe in a principle: I either believe in it
or I do not. And if I believe in it, I must bravely strive to
practise it. Ahimsa is an. attribute of the brave. Cowardice
and Ahimsa do not go together any more than water and
fire. It is that Ahimsa that every member of the Gandhi
Seva Sangh has to make a conscious effort to develop in
himself.
"We have often thought about this question, but the
hour of our trial has arrived today, as much with reference
to war as with the struggle for Swaraj and equally with
reference to Hindu-Muslim unity. Remember also that
your non-violence cannot operate effectively unless you have
faith in the spinning wheel. I would ask you to read Hind
Swaraj with my eyes and see therein the chapter on how to
make India non-violent. You cannot build non-violence
on a factory civilization, but it can be built on self-con-
tained villages. Even if Hitler was so minded, he could
not devastate seven hundred thousand non-violent villages.
He would himself become non-violent in the process.
Rural economy as I have conceived it eschews exploitation
altogether, and exploitation is the essence of violence. You
have, therefore, to be rural-minded before you can be non-
violent, and to be rural-minded you have to have faith in
the spinning wheel."
Posers
The members slept over this discourse and met
Gandhiji again the next day. Numerous questions were
troubling them, as they should everyone who is a votary of
Ahimsa. But out of regard for Gandhiji's time they limited
themselves to a few.
"How can a believer in the non-violence of your con-
tion be a minister?'*
CI fear he cannot in the present   state   of things/'
said Gandhiji. €CWe have seen that our ministers have had
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to resort to violence even as the British government in the

